Clty of Dama Beach Fiorsda
Department of Community Development
Planning and Zoniing; Division

(954) 924-6805 ¥X3643

General Development Application

‘Special Exception
Traf*ﬁcwa Waiver

O Administrative Variance

0 Assignment of Flex/Reserve Units

0 Land Use Amendment

& Plat

0 Plat Delegation Request A
O Rezoning Date Rec’d: dlisiio
0  Site Plan

o

|

Petitipr! No,: VA - Hrg = 1D

' ‘Raadway Vacation
Q Other:

THIS APPLICATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED UNTIL IT IS COMPLETE AND SUBMITTED WITH
ALL NECESARRY DOCUMENTS. Refer to the application type at the top of this form and “Required
Documentation” checldist to determine the supplemental documents required with each application,

For after the fact applications, the responsible contractor of record shall be present at the board hearmg
Their failure to attend may impact upon the disposition of your application. As always, the applicant ‘or their
authorized legal agent must be present at all meetings. All projects must also obtain a buiiding permit from
the City’s Building Department.

Location Address: 1885 Griffin Road - Dania Beach, Florida

. -
W T

Lot(s): Block; Subdivision:Design Center of the Americas

Recorded Piat Name: Design Center of the Americas
5042 33 38 0010 '
Folio Number(s): 5042 33 38 0020 Legal Description: See_Attached - Exhibit AT

Applicant/Consuliant/Legal Representative (circle onefmerson Allsworth or C. William Laystrom, Jr.

Address of Applicant: 1177 S.E. 3 Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316

Business Telephone:?2%4« 762.3400 i%l%gc-n]&%& 398.0051 Fax: _994.468.1469

Cohen Brothers DeveloKment Cor of Florida LLC
Name of Property Owner: Design Center of the ericas

Address of Property Owner: 750 Lexington Avenue, 28th Floor, New York, New York 10022

Business Telephone; 212:838.1800  pome: Fax:

Expianation of Request: See Attached Criteria Statment

For Plats please provide proposed Plat Name for Variances please attach Criteria Statement as per
Article 10.13 of Chapter 28, Zoning Code.

Prop. Net Acreage: 31.38 Gross Acreage: 31.38  Prop. Square Footage:
Design Center~furniture

Existing Use; and_related products Proposed Use; Same

Is property owned individually, by a corporation, or a joint venture? Corporation




September 7, 2010

Zoning Department

Dania Beach City Hall

100 West Dania Beach Boulevard
Dania Beach, Florida 33004

Re: Design Center of the Americas

Il

This letter authorizes Attorneys C. William Laystrom Jr. or Emerson
Alisworth of the law firm of Doumar, Allsworth, Laystrom et al. to
represent DCOTA in the upcoming signage variance request and to
execute documents to the City of Dania Beach in furtherance of such
request.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely Yours,

LT

Chafles S. Cohen, Manager

Cohen Brothers Development Corp.
of Florida, L1.C

& Design Center of the Americas,
LLC
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EXHIBIT "A"
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Design Center of the Americas Land Description

LAND DESCRIPTION: FARCEL 1 (FHABES 1 and 3):

ABORTIONOF PARCEL “A", "DESIGN CERTER OF THE AMERICAD', ACCORDING TO THE FLAT THEREQF, AS
RECORDED Bl FLAT BOOK 18, PAGE 22 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF TROWARD SOUNTY, ELORDA
4QRE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED ASFOLLOWS

PEGIHNING AT THE HORTHEAST CORNER 0F BAD PARGEL 'A% THENCE SOUTH M* 200 33" 85T ALONG
THE EAST LINE OF SALE PARGEL A", A BISTANDE OF 2000 REET, THERDE SOMTH 8" 3 27 WEST, Hn
FERT TO-A PDINT {38 THE WESTERLY LINE OF BAIR PARCEL *A” BAID LINE ALBO BEING THE EASTERLY
LGAITED AGGESS RIGHT-QFWAY LINE OF INTEREBTATE §5 (STATE ROAD NO. 0} AS SHOWN ON .QT, b8
SEGTION BHGT0-2403; THENCE RORTH 14" 39" 6 WEST ALONG SAD WESTESLY EINE AND BAID LITED
ADCESS LIE, A DISTANCE OF 64283 FEET, THENGE HORTH 88° 30' 27" BAST ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF
SAID PARCER. “A7, A DISTANCE OF BB7.22 FEBT TO THEPOINT OF BEGIHMIMG.

BAI LANDS LYING I THE CITY OF DANIA, BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA AND GONTAINING 11,74 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS.

LAND DESCRIPTION: PARCEL 2 [PHASE 3

A BORTION OF PARCEL "A7, "DEBIGH GENTER DF THE AMERICSB', AGCORDRIG TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS
RECORSED M FLAT BUOK 198, PAGE 32 OF THE PUBLIC RECURDS OF BROWARD EOUNTY, FLORIDE
FURTHER DEGCRIEED AB FOLLOWE:

COMMENCE AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID PARCEL *A% THENDE SOUTH 01°.20 33" EAGY ALONG
THE EART LIME OF BAID PARCEL *A", 526.00 FEET TO THE PONT OF BEGINNING: THENGE DORTIMUE
SOUTH 04 27 33° BAST ALDNG BAID BAST UINE, 27803 FEET, THENCE SDUTH 887 30" 57" WEST, 68048
FEET T0 A POIMT 0 THE ARG OF A NOWTARNGENT CURYE SONGAVE TOTHE WEET HAVING A RADUS OF
£,325:85 FEET SAID POIRT ALSO BEING DN THE WEST UNE OF PARGEL "A" OF SAID PLAT AND QA0 POINY
ALBC BEING QN THE BASTERLY LIMITED ACCESS RIGHTOF-WAY LINE OF INTERSTATE 95 {BTATE ROA
NG ) AS BHOWH SN THE F.D.O.T, MAP BECTION SRI70-2908; 44 RADIAL LINE THROUGH SAID POINT BEARE
HOETH 77 48' 55 RAST) THENCE NORTHERLY ALONS THE ARC GF S50 DURVE, SAD WESTERLY LRE
AND.BAIDRIGHT GFWAY LINE, THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 02777 587, AM ARC DISTANCE GF 21755
PEET, THENCE NORTH 147 41" 09° WEST-ALDHG 54D WESTERLY LINE AND SAID RIGHT-OFAY LIKE, 4532
FEET; THEHGE NOITH 80778 27° EAST. 74060 FEET TOTHE POINT OF BEGINNING, i

BRI LANES LYBIG 1 THE GITY OF BANA BEACH, BROWARD GOUNTY, FLORIDA, COMIAIING 4.53 AGRES,
POREOREEBE.

LAND GESGRIPTION. PARGEL 3 (PHASE )

A FORTION OF RARDEL A%, AND NVW B% BTREET, “DESKIN GENTER OF THE AMERICAS, AGCORDING Y0
THE FLAT THEREOE, A5 RECORDED N PLAT 800K 115, FADE 32 OF THE PURLIC RECORDN (F BROWARD
COUNTY, FLORIDA, MORE FARTICULARLY DESCHIDED AS FOLLOWE:

SOMMENCE AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAIDPARCEL 'A%, THENCE SDUTH 01 20 33 EAST ALONG
THE £AST LINE OF BAID PARGAL ', 4 DIBTANGE OF S0408 FEET 10 THE FORIT OF BEGINNING, THENCE
COMYIHUE SOUTH 07 20 537 EAST ALONG SAIUEAST LINE, ADIETARCE OF 077,03 FEET, THENCE SO0UtH
57" 411 50" WEST ALONG THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF HW 2% BTREET AS SHOWR ON.SAR PLAT, A
DHSTANES OF B50.80 FEET 10 A PCINT 0N THE EASTERLY LIMITED ACCEBS RIGHT-ORWAY LNE OF
NTERETATE §5 {STATE ROAD NO, 0 AS SHOWH ON DT, AP SEGTHIH B30T0240%, THENGE HORTH 02"
[ WET ALORG THE AFGREMENTIONED RIGHT-ORWAY LINE, A DISTANCE OF 23282 FEET TOAROMT
N THE AR OF A TAMGERT CURVE, TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE TO THE SOUTHWEST HAVING A RAIS OF
$079.85 FEEY: THENGE NORTHERLY AND NORTHWESTERLY ALONG THE AFOREMENTIONED TRGHT-CE-
AY LINE AMD THE ARG OF SAID CURVE THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF § 15" 26, AN ARC DISTANCE OF
BER.60-FEET TO A POMT OF TANGENGY; THENGE NORTH 85" 38° 27 EABT 860.49 FEET TG THE PORTCF
BECIMNMNG.

SAID LANDS LYING IN THE GITY 0 DANIA, SADWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA. AND CONTAINING 35,15 ATRES,
K4ORE A LESS.



Law OFFICES
DoOUMAR, ALLSWORTH, LLAYSTROM,
VoIicT, WacHS, ADAIR, PArgE & Bosack, LLP

1177 SOUTHEAST THIRD AVENUE

JOHN H. ADAIR, lIt, P.A, RAYMOMND A. DOUMAR, P.&,"
EMERSON ALLSWORTH, P.A. ForT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33316-1108 . WILLIAM LAYSTROM, JR,, P.A.
E. SCOTT ALLSWORTH, P.A. ANDRE PARKE, PA.
ARD (984) 762 - 3400

MARK E. ALLSWORTH, P.A. BROW. “ JOHN D. VOIGT, R.A.
KAREY 1. BOSACK, P.A. TOLL FREE (BGE) 242-9488 JEFFREY S. WACHS, P.AT
BENJAMIN R. DISHOWITZ, P.A. J—

TELEFAX (254) 525 - 3423 OF COUMNSEL
F ALSO ADMITTED IN PENNSYLVANIA ) L ALAW.COM STUART J. MAC IVER, P.A.
* ALSO ADMITTED IN MICHIGAN WEBSITE: SF . JOUN W. FERLOFF, P.A.

September 10, 2010

Mayor and City Commission
Dania Beach City Hall

100 West Dania Beach Boulevard
Dania Beach, Florida 33004

Re: Variance Signage Request
Dear Mayor and Commissioners,

We request a variance to grant a digital pole sign adjacent to 1-95, the size being
14’ x 48’ feet and 50° from ground level to top of sign.

Please congider this as our letter addressing the criteria for the granting of the
requested variance.
(a)  That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the
land, structure or building involved and which are not applicable to other
lands, structures or buildings in the same zoning district.

The Design Center of the Americas (DCOTA) is a unique, campus-like
complex including multiple buildings, extensive parking and landscaping
over 33 acres in size. The sheer scope and layout of the Center is unique.
This location constitutes a major employment center for Dania Beach and
brings in a substantial number of visitors on a daily basis. Many travelers
exit the 1-95 / Griffin Road exit to access DCOTA. There is no
comparable complex within Dania Beach.

(b) That the special conditions and circumstances do not result from the
actions of the applicant.

The special conditions and circumstances are the result of the physical
location of the complex. It is located up against 1-95 on the west with the
only access to the property being from Griffin Road 1o the north. This is
not the result of any actions by the applicant.



(c)

(d)

(e)

®

That granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any
special privilege that is denied by this chapter to other lands, buildings or
structures in this same zoning district.

The subject property is the only complex of this type in this same zoning
. district. Therefore, the granting of the variances has no affect on the
priveges available to any other lands, buildings or structures.

That literal interpretation of the provisions of this chapter would deprive
the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same
zoning district under the terms of this chapter and would work
unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

- The way the code is written unduly restricts the available signage for the
complex. Because of its uniqueness as to size and location, the code
deprives the applicant and the public of any reasonable visibility of the
complex. Many of its visitors are unfamiliar with the area and this fact
together with the available access creates an unnecessary and undue
hardship on the applicant. The ability of the public to locate and access
the complex is necessary for it to operate successfully. The proposed
signage is critical to this success.

That the variance granted is the minimum variance that will make possible
the reasonable use of the land, building or structure.

The variance requested is the minimum necessary to accomplish any
reasonable visibility and identification of the complex. The request is
limited to the minimum necessary for the reasonable use of the property.
Any lesser variance granted would defeat the purpose of a variance which

" is to grant hardship relief when the criteria for a variance has been met as

in this case,

That the grant of this variance will be in harmony with the general intent
and purpose of this chapter, and that such variance will not be injurious to
the area involved or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare.

. The granting of this variance comports with the general intent and
purpose of this chapter which is to grant such relief. It will not be
injurious to the area or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare. In
Jact, the complex needs the requested variance io have a reasonable
opportunily for a successful operation. This property is developed with
millions of dollars of improvements. It is a large employment center with
a highly paid employee base. It attracts a financially secure clientele with
many of them new to South Florida. This draws people to Dania Beach

. Who otherwise would be unaware of the location and attributes of Dania
Beach. The granting of the variance and the success of many businesses



located within this complex will continue to enhance the property values
and aesthetics of the surrounding area. There is no downside to the

- granting of the variance. Such action will contribute to the overall benefit
of the subject property, the surrounding area and the City of Dania Beach.
The applicant desires to utilize a portion of the messages conveyed by this
signage to enhance the public welfare. This will allow the City of Dania
Beach to contribute proposed messages to the applicant such as welcome
language to Dania Beach or promotion of the tomato festival and the like
in order to promote a public purpose.

Respectfully Submitted,

o5 B I

Emerson Allsworth



OUTDOOR ADVERTISING AGENGY OF AMERICA
SUMMARY OF TRAFFIC SAFETY OF DIGITAL BILLBOARDS
Traffic Safety .

New technolo‘gies prompt questions about safety. Studies of contemporary digital
billboards have found them to be safety neutral and not correlated with traffic accidents.

Specifically, studies funded by the Foundation for Outdoor Advertising Research and
Education looked at digital billboards and driver distraction from two different angles.
The first was performed by the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute (VTTI), an
academic traffic safety research institute used by government agencies and the private
sector. Researchers analyzed the eye glances of drivers along with driving factors such as
fane changes and speed. Randomly selected people drove specially equipped cars which
monitored when their eyes glanced toward digital billboards, conventional billboards and
other objects. The study found the average glance toward a digital billboard was less than
a second.

This finding is important, because a separate study released in 2006 by VTTI identified a
two-second threshold for increased risk due to distraction: “Glances totaling more than
two seconds for any purpose increase near-crash/crash risk by at least two times that of
normal, baseline driving.” Therefore, the typical glance toward a digital billboard is
under the threshold.

The study identifying a two-second threshold has a long name: “The Impact of Driver
Inattention on Near-Crash/Crash Risk: an Analysis Using the 100-Car Naturalistic
Driving Study Data.” Virginia Tech performed this study for the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration. This exhaustive study also said: “Short, brief glances away
from the forward roadway for the purpose of scanning the driving environment are safe
and actually decrease near-crash/crash risk.”

Accident records also say digital billboards are not a traffic safety risk. Comprehensive
studies wer performed by Tantala Associates, a consulting engineering firm based in
Philadelphia, PA, which has performed analytical research for government. Researchers
examined over 85,000 government accident records covering almost 16 years was
collectively studied around 29 different digital billboards in 3 different cities. Analyses of
accident records showed “di gital billboards have no statistical relationship with the
occurrence of accidents.”

These analyses looked at various view zones, or distances, from the digital billboards.
Likewise, this study accounted for other factors such as deer hits and weather conditions
(known as “bias factors™). No matter how the accident data were analyzed, the conclusion
was the same: digital billboards are not related to accidents.

Several states have also performed their own studies on digital biil‘b'oard.s, looking at



accident data near digital billboards. Transportation officials in Virginia, South Carolina

and West Virginia reported digital billboards have not caused traffic safety problems.
Local ofﬁmals also have reviewed accident records:

“I ... have no indication that digital billboards pose any safety threat to the traveling
public."

—RICHARD WILES, EL PASO COUNTY (TX) SHERIFF,

IN ALETTER TO CITY GOVERNMENT (JULY 13, 2009)




GOING SOUTH ON 1-95

50"-0"

V- SHAPE DIGITAL SIGN

480"

14’-0” HEIGHT
48'-0" LENGTH
50'0" TO TOP OF SIGN

ODERN DISPLAY

P

BER500523 & 08-5E-15177-X
15337 West Dixie Highway
North Mifami Beach, Fl.33162
Tel. 305-947-5876

CONTRACTOR:

ONLY ELECTRIC CO,, INC.
QUALIFIER; YOAY ADIKA
EC13002313
348 NW 102nd TERRACE
PLANTATION, FL 33324
TEL: (954) 4765617

JOB NAME & ADDRESS:

DCOTA
DANIA BEACH, FL

DATE: DESIENER:
09132010 ANDY

SALESPERSON: UBHTING:
TIMURAND LYLE YES

Elechical Information

KL BREAKERS AN TIMING DEVICES SHALL BE
IDENTIFIED AT TIHE OF INSTALLATION.
PRMARYWIRING BY OEFEFS ASPER NECG0D-21.
ALLELECTRICAL WIRING AND INSTALLATION SHALL
COMPEYWITHTHEPROVISIONS OF THEFLORIDA
- BUIDING CODE CHAPTER 3108, ARTTCIF 56 AND
ANYAND RLL ARTICLES Of THE CLRRENT NATIONAL
' HETRCCO0E.
" SIRYICE DISCONNECT AS PERNEC 600-2.

177 RACTNAY VITH FETWIRE (THHICTHW)
ALL SYGH COMPONENTS ARE L4, LISTED 4 APFROVED:
MANUFACTURER OF SECONDARY BLECTRICAL
SOURCE i LIUP
CONFORMS FOLN. 40 &LE 2761
UL LAGEL APPLEDY
ALL TRANSFORMERS ARE GFCI PROTECTED

HO.{2 COPPER WIRE FOR GROUNDING/AEONDING
OF SIGNAS PER NEC 250

TIME CLOCK OR PHOTO CELL REQUIRED
FOR EACH CIRCUIT PER FBC
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